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President's Ponderings 
With the arrival of the month of March we commenced our harder walks for the year and 
the number of walkers registering has been great. Hopefully, all the new walkers/members to 
these locations enjoyed the experience and their feedback is always welcome. The weather 
certainly didn’t disappoint by getting any cooler and at times quite challenging, which is a 
good reminder to ensure we are all prepared with sufficient water. 
 
Reminders of the upcoming Easter Camp at Gaeta Reserve and the Combined Camp (May 
long weekend) and I would recommend these events to all. 
 
Happy Walking 
 
Darryl 

 

 

Committee Spotlight 
Here's the next two committee members in our "get to know them" series. Don't worry, I've 
saved a couple for next month as well!  
  

http://www.bundabergbushwalkers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/BundabergBushwalkingClub


 

 

 

Allison Webb 
Position in the club?  One of the Facebook editors & an easy walk leader 

How long have you been in the club?  9 years 

Age? early 50’s 

Why did you join the club? Safety in numbers – enjoy bushwalking but 

didn’t want to do it alone. Learn more about the area and meet new people. 

What's your favourite walk and why? Of the hard walks I’ve done (& that 

isn’t many), the hard walk would be Mt Walsh. The climb offers its 

challenges, the view is spectacular and lots to explore once you reach the 

top. Favourite easy walk would have to be Kinkuna during wildflower season. 

What's your favourite thing about bushwalking? Getting out in the bush 

and appreciating nature. 

Best walking tip you've ever been given? Walking poles do make hill 

climbing easier. 

Funniest thing that's ever happened to you/you've seen on a walk? Ian 

bursting into song 

Favourite bushwalking memory/experience? I’m not sure if it is my 

favourite but it is the most memorable - Climbing to the top of Coongarra 

Rock – that was scary (once was enough) 

  

 



 

 

Mary Belia  
Position in the club? Vice President 

How long have you been in the 

club? Just coming up for my tenth 

anniversary.  (Party??) 

Age? 69 

Why did you join the club? After just 

moving to Bundaberg, I wanted to explore 

new places as well as get exercise and 

meet new like-minded people 

What's your favourite walk and why?  Cassellis Creek.  Only did this walk 

once when the creek had plenty  of water.  Just a beautiful walk that I hope 

we can include on our program again 

What's your favourite thing about bushwalking?  The spiritual experience 

of being out in nature.  A close second is the personal satisfaction of 

completing a hard walk 

Favourite bushwalking moment?  Reaching top of Croag Patrick in Co 

Mayo Ireland 

Funniest bushwalking moment? Sinking nearly up to waist in quicksand 

 

 

Membership Rules   
Just a reminder that by joining as a member or renewing your membership you agree to our 
terms of membership and the walkers Code of Conduct. You can find copies of all 
membership information in the members handbook which is available on our website or by 
emailing us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bushwalking.wdfiles.com/local--files/start/Club%20Information%20Booklet%20revised%2011.pdf
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Top Left - Group shot at the top of Mt Walsh  

Top Right - the view from Coongarra Cave 

Bottom Left - Stripey Boulder  

Bottom Right - Secret Garden 

 

 

Walk Reports 

March 10, 2019 - Secret Garden  

It appears the word is out - bushwalking is the place to be! We had 30 walkers register for 
this walk - obviously everyone was missing walking over Christmas! Darryl and I had a chat 
and decided to split everyone into two groups, and we would do the walk in two parts. One 



group did the Secret Garden first, the other did Coongarra Cave then we switched. This 
worked well.  
 
Both groups had a little difficulty finding the tracks, even with the GPS, so we both did a little 
bush bashing but got there in the end.  
 
It was a hot day. Our plan to not do any hard walks until March to avoid the hot weather really 
didn't work very well. It was also incredibly dry, and the bush was really suffering. But the 
views, and the company, were wonderful - as was the air conditioning in the car when we got 
back! Thanks to Darryl for a great day, and also to Andrew and Martin for helping to lead the 
second group - Lucinda   

March 10, 2019 - Coongarra Waterfall  

14 people joined us for this drive/walk, so joined with the hard walkers our bushwalking club 
certainly made an impact on Biggenden! We drove out to the waterfall and walked the short 
distance out to the waterfall. It was very dry, but we explored the area for a bit. 
 
We then drove back to the main car park at the base of Coongarra Rock and had some 
lunch. A few members went for a wander down the (dry) creek before returning to the cars 
and heading home. Thanks everyone for an enjoyable, and hot, day - Barry  
 
 

March 17, 2019 - Bucca Crossing kayak 

Would we need to cancel another kayak adventure due to inclement weather? Well, although 
it rained on the way there a quick word with St Patrick soon fixed that and the sun came out. 
Five members plus five visitors assembled and loaded up their gear before setting off to 
battle upstream against the current. In fact the current was only strong where the river 
narrows and becomes shallow- for the most part it was delightful with lots of shade and 
attractive vegetation. Five paddlers made it as far as the weir- about 4.5 km- thereby proving 
that with the right water level it is possible. 
 
The return involved a bit of fast slaloming down the rapids, no mean feat in an ocean kayak 
but lots of fun. Among various birds sighted were some gorgeous little (double barred??) 
finches not far from the crossing. After affixing kayaks back onto vehicles a few of us enjoyed 
a refreshing swim before transferring to the nearby pub for lunch. Darryl decided to skip lunch 
and head straight home for what he hoped would be a “surprise” birthday celebration - Mary 

March 24, 2019 - The Bluff, Mt Walsh 

Well, this was one of the hottest walks I've ever done. I realised when we got home that the 
official temperature in Biggenden reached 35 degrees - so you can imagine what it was on 
the rock!  
 
We had a lovely group of 11 for this climb, and we were all pouring sweat within the first few 
minutes. There wasn't much breeze as we were climbing, but the higher we got, the more the 
air stirred. The breeze wasn't there very often, but when it was, at least it was cool!  
 
We took the walk/climb nice and slow in the heat, but we made the top. There weren't many 
others on the rock that day, however we did see one man close to the top, walking back 
down in no shirt, no shoes!!! and carrying his 13 week old Kelpie. A rather strange sight.  
 
The advantage of the hot day was the clear skies, making for a fantastic view from the top of 
the Bluff. We had break at the top and ate our food overlooking the Pinnacles before starting 



 

the climb back down. Due to the heat it was a very slow day, but the "slippery slide" on the 
way down is always fun.  
 
This walk was supposed to be a try-out for anyone wanting to do hard walks, and everyone 
made it to the top and back. Thanks to everyone for joining me in trying conditions, and 
special thanks to Darryl and Martin for helping lead -Lucinda 

  

March 24, 2019 - Stripey Boulder, Mt Walsh 

Ten of us left the beaten track and veered left around the base of Mt Walsh in search of the 
stripey boulder. After a slight deviation to the plan the boulder was located. One would think 
such a large rock would be easily seen through the bush but it isn’t visible until nearly upon it. 
Apparently the boulder rolled down the hill in the 1950’s. The detour made the walk a bit 
more challenging than expected meaning one person chose to sit and wait for our return. 
 
Once at the rock we recovered from the heat, had morning tea and the more adventurous 
climbed the rock. Heinz & James did a great job assisting with the rock climb ensuring Dawn 
& Murray also made it to the top to enjoy the views. Heinz kindly went back the challenging 
way to retrieve our walker and we continued retracing our steps back to the car park. It is only 
a 3.8km return walk and we were back at the car park for an early lunch at 11.30. 
 
We were not envious at all of the hard walkers climbing Mt Walsh - in fact as we didn’t 
recognise the cars we thought they’d bailed early due to the heat and were sitting in the pub 
in Biggenden! After a relaxed lunch everyone made their own way back home - Allison 

March 30, 2019 - Walkers Point  

9 persons turned up and travelled to Walkers Point .We all stopped, first at the boat ramp 
with its new facilities   and under cover tables . Plenty of signs and a great view over the 
Burrum River. Good for kayaking maybe?  Then off to the walk start area. Firstly, we all 
walked to the Bird Hide. 5 walkers then returned to start area.  4 continued on to complete 
the Circuit  . A 'snack break' and a swim at Russell's Rest area was very welcome. There 
were quite a few people fishing off the beach, as the tide was out, so, 'as less water, more 
chance of catching a fish'. Weather was humid, but no rain. Blue skies to the north and dark 
inland clouds towards Childers. The recent rains had bought out the mozzies in force. We 
tested various insect repellents and found  'Aerogard'  and' Off'  worked "okay." 

 
On our return, we walked along the beach, then onto the track, before a lagoon.  After 
returning to the vehicles we headed to Woodgate for a well earned  coffee break and late 
lunch. 

 
Thanks all, for your support and here's to more Saturday walks - Ian 

 

 

 

 



 

Future Walks & Outings 

 

Our insurance requires that walkers must be financial members of the club, unless you are a visitor (up to 
two walks before you need to join as a member). Please study the backpack requirements on our website 
before participating in a walk.  

April 7, 2019 - Dingo Track - Easy and Medium walks - S2b 
This off track walk in Goodnight Scrub starts along the road, then veers off down a hill and 
along a valley before returning to the road. Approx 8km. For the easy walkers, we won't go 
off track- a shorter walk of about 4km along the road through the bush. Option for a swim at 
Booyal crossing after the walk. Meet at North State School at 7am. Contact Michelle (0428 
957 326) to register.  
 

April 13 & 14, 2019 - Overnight walk at Boolbunda Rock - Hard - M4e 

We haven't walked this before, so this walk is to see if we can find a track. We will start by 
walking up to Boolbunda Rock and camping the night in the vicinity (as there is a tank on the 
rock). The climb is very steep, with rocky scree slopes so with a pack this will be a test of 
your fitness. Sunday we will walk along the ridge to the south, and try to come back down 
another ridge to return to the cars. You will need to provide your own equipment (pack, tent, 
food etc). Contact Lucinda on 0421 011 181 to register.  
 

April 19 - 22, 2019 - Easter Camping weekend at Gaeta Reserve 

We will camp at Gaeta reserve. The campground has unpowered sites, toilets but no 
showers. We will do a variety of walks over the weekend, depending on the interests of those 
in attendance. Please contact Darryl (0409 796 723) to register. If you are interested in 
joining us just for a day walk, you are welcome, but please contact Darryl BEFORE Good 
Friday (as there is little to no phone reception at Gaeta) to discuss so that we can try to plan 
a walk to suit.  
 

April 27, 2019 - Theodolite Creek - Easy S1a 

Another Saturday walk! An easy walk at Theodolite Creek at Woodgate. Meet at Thabeban 
School at 8am (do not require 4WD). Contact Ian (0418 648 312) to register.  
 

April 20, 2019 - Theodolite Creek - Easy S1a 

An easy walk on the Turtle Trail from Burnett Heads to Mon Repos. Meet at Riverside 
Parklands car park at 8am. Contact Verlie (4152 8885) to register.  
 

May 3-6, 2019 – Combined Camp (members only) 
This years combined camp will be hosted by the Capricornia club at Koyalee. Members have 
been emailed the registration information. If anyone hasn't received this, or if you would like a 
hard copy, please contact Lucinda (0421 011 181) to arrange.  
 

May 7, 2019 – Monthly Meeting 

Meet at Bundaberg State High School (F Block) beside the Administration Building at 
7.00pm. Park on Maryborough Street and enter through the gate beside the Administration 
Building.  
 

May 12, 2019 – Cycle the Turtle Trail  
We haven't done a bike ride before, so it's nice to have a new activity on the calendar!  This 
will be a cycle along the Turtle Trail from Bargara to Mon Repos and back. Meet at the turtle 
playground at Bargara at 8am. Contact Cameron (0401 435 954) to register. 
  
 



 

May 18, 2019 – Moonlight Walk - Elliott Heads - Easy S1a 
Details TBA 
 

May 19, 2019 – Waterfall Creek - Hard S3c 
This is a lovely walk in Mt Walsh NP. We start at the Utopia rock pools and walk up the creek 
to a waterfall (could be a trickle if no recent rain). Approx 3 hours return. Meet at Kensington 
Coles at 7am. Contact Lucinda (0421 011 181) to register.  
 

May 26, 2019 – Kayak at Mingo Crossing 

Kayak at Mingo Crossing - this will be a long one, about 10km. Meet at North State School at 
7am or consider camping the night before. Contact Mary (0414 190 566) to register.  
 

May 30 - June 2, 2019 – Show Holiday Weekend 

Date claimer at this stage. If anyone has any ideas or would like to be the organiser, we are 
open to offers! To bo be discussed at the next meeting.  
 

June 4, 2019 – Monthly Meeting 

Meet at Bundaberg State High School (F Block) beside the Administration Building at 
7.00pm. Park on Maryborough Street and enter through the gate beside the Admin Building. 
 
June 16, 2019 – Giant's Staircase - Hard S4e 
This walk is a full day walk at the back of Mt Walk NP. We will walk along the creek, which 
involves over an hour of rock hopping in both directions. Then there is a steep climb and 
scramble up the "staircase", with some great views up high. We walk back the same way. 
This is one of the hardest walks on our calendar, so this is for fit walkers only and you must 
bring at least 3 litres of water. It is a long day, you won't get back to Bundaberg until after 
dark. Meet at 7am at Kensington Coles. Contact Lucinda (0421 011 181) to register.  
 
June 16, 2019 – Cordalba State Forest - Easy S2a 
This is an easy walk along the forestry tracks in Cordalba State Forest. Meet at 7am at 
Kensington Coles. Contact Margot (4153 5595) to register.  
 
June 30, 2019 – Palm Valley - Hard S4d 
4WD into Mt Walsh NP (Coongarra Rock side, beyond the waterfall) to find Palm Valley. This 
will be a 2hr drive each way. The walk involves a very, very steep descent through scrub to 
reach the valley full of palms, where the terrain flattens out. Meet at 7am at Kensington 
Coles. Contact Darryl (0409 796 723) to register.  
 

June 30, 2019 – Barolin Nature Reserve - Easy S1a 
An easy walk through Barolin Nature Reserve at Bargara. Leave Thabeban Sate School at 
8am. Contact Verlie (4152 8855) to register.  
 

July 26 - 28, 2019 – Weekend trip to Bunya Mountains  
Weekend trip to Bunya Mountains for various walks. There has been enough people 
interested so it will go ahead. Cost are $120 - $150 per person for the 3 nights, depending on 
how many people go. There are still some placed available, so if you are interested please 
contact Barry (0403 736 420) by 1st June at the latest to register.   
 

June 23, 2019 – Planning Meeting 

This meeting will be to plan the walk calendar for the second half of the 2019. If you cannot 
make the meeting, we are still happy to receive ideas beforehand, especially if you are 
interested in leading the walk.  Meet at the bush chapel area (next to Cafe 1928) at the 
Botanic Gardens at 10am. We will have lunch and a catch-up after the meeting. BYO chair, 
food and ideas! 



 

 

 

2018 Annual Photo Competition Rules  

Photos must be taken during the current year and on club walks or outings.  

Categories: Landscape, Wildlife, Macro and People (on or more persons) along with a photo of any 

subject featuring the colour BLUE. We are also adding a new category this year - "Funny"! 

There is an additional category of Free Choice, where photo entries may be a photo of any subject 

taken in any year, on club activities or not.  

One 6x4 photo per person per category. $10 prize for the winner of each category.  

 

 

General Information  

Current Fees (membership fees due 1 July each year): 

 Membership fees - Adult - $20 per adult  
 Membership fees - Child (under 18) - $10 (for one or more children from the same family)  
 Walk Fees - $2 per member (Adult or child), $4 per visitor 

Visitors attending a walk are temporary members for the walk, upon signing the acknowledgement of risk 
and obligations until the walk outing is completed. We recommend a minimum of one walk be completed 
before you apply for membership. Membership application is mandatory before participation in your third 
walk.  
 
Please do not sent cash through the mail. You can pay your membership fees at the monthly meeting, or 
by EFT BSB 064-403, account no 00915879 quoting your surname as reference. A receipt will be emailed 
to you by the Treasurer.  
 
All persons take part in outings on the understanding that they do so entirely at their own risk. They agree 
that the responsibility which they take for their own safety, is the same that they would apply if they were 
on their own organised outing.  
 
Those intending to participate on outings are asked to contact the nominated walk leader prior to the walk. 
This particularly applies to newcomers to club outings. Comfortable walking shoes/boots and suitable 
clothing should be worn on all outings. A suitable day pack should also be carried (see our website for 
suggested pack contents).  
 
On day walks, car loads are generally arranged at the nominated departure point with passengers 
contributing to fuel costs. Suggested basic contributions for passengers are: 

10-20 kms $5/person, 20-50km $8/person, 50/100km $10/person 
100-200km $15/person, 200-250km $20/person, 250-300km $25/person 

 
Contact Code: A few reminders for all walkers 

 Please contact walk leaders a least one week before a walk. If you leave it till Thursday or Friday 
night you may be disappointed to find that the walk has been cancelled, due to apparent lack of 
interest. Also dates, details etc can & do change. Leaders give their time to organise walks and 
need to know if they are committed to lead a walk. 



 

 Arrive at the meeting point 10 minutes before the set time. Our times are departure times and we 
try to be punctual. Late walkers can be left behind! 

 Read the walk description and note the rating. If you are unsure of your abilities, please discuss 
this with the leader before nominating. Neither you nor other walkers will have a good day if your 
fitness is not of a suitable standard. 

 Do you have a health problem that may affect your performance on a walk? It is important that you 
inform the leader of this and discuss the matter. 

 If you have commitments after a walk please discuss this with the leader before commencing a 
walk. Leaders cannot guarantee the time of return, due to weather, terrain & the expertise of 
walkers.  

Walk Recce Costs - just a reminder to anyone carrying out recce's for walks. Funds are available to cover 
expenses (fuel etc). Please submit a claim (mileage travelled) to the treasurer.  
 
First Aid - to encourage more members to become First Aid proficient, the Club will pa a 50% fee subsidy 
to those members who attend and complete a recognised First Aid or CPR course.  
  

 

 

  

 


