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President's Ponderings
There is quite a lot on this month so I hope everyone gets the chance to get out
and about while the weather is still cool enough to enjoy.
A reminder that the next monthly meeting is also our AGM. I will be away
unfortunately, but I hope that as many members as possible can attend.
At our last meeting we had a visitor, Richard, from Bushwalking Queensland.
Many of you will have met Richard at the many Combined Camps he has
attended over the years. He reminded us that many bushwalking clubs are
happy to have members of other clubs join their walks. This is true for our club we are always happy to have visitors from other Bushwalking Queensland
clubs join us if they are in the area. So if you are either travelling to other parts
of the state, or would like to do walks in a particular area, rememer that you
may be able to join in on another club's activities.
Richard's club is Qld Bushwalkers Inc (as opposed to Bushwalking
Queensland, our state body). They walk in the south east corner and are happy
to welcome any of our members on walks if we wish.
Happy walking,
Marty

Membership Renewal Due
Reminder that your 2022 - 2023 membership fees are now due.
If you are currently a member, you can renew your membership by paying your
$20 membership fee by EFT to:
BSB 064-403, account no 00915879.
If paying by EFT please use your name as the reference. If you are a new
member, you MUST call or email Mary, our treasurer, to let her know you
have paid as you also need to complete a membership application form.
Your membership is not valid until we have received this.
For any enquires please email info@bundabergbushwalkers.com.

New Members
Welcome to our new members:
•
•
•

Frank Shearer
Dave Tierney
Leigh Purcell

Wildlife Queensland Fraser Coast
Marlene, one of our members, has let us know that Wildlife Queensland Fraser
Coast does some nature walks in the Fraser Coast area. They range form
easy to hard and some of these are on private property so not something you
would usualy be able to do. If you are interested you can find them on
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/WPSQFraserCoast, or contact Lucinda
(0421 011 181 or bundabergbushwalkers@gmail.com) for further details.

Tips for New Members/Guests
Welcome! We are glad to have you.
•

•
•

Most importantly, if you are interested in joining an activity, PLEASE call
the leader. They are the best person to answer any questions, explain
what you need to do/bring.
You cannot register for a walk by responding on Facebook or by
emailing the club. You need to communicate this with the leader directly.
Please read the walk description and difficulty rating carefully.

•

•
•

Our website has a copy of the Member's Handbook on it - please have a
read of this. Please take the pack requirements seriously, especially for
medium and hard off-track walks.
All activities have some limitations on numbers - either due to Covid,
National Parks numbers, or the preference of the leader.
For hard walks, don't be fooled by the distance. A 10km walk can take 2
hours or 8 hours depending on difficulty. The walk description and the
leader will give you information on what to expect. Most of our medium
and hard walks are off-track, this is very different walking to formed
tracks or national parks tracks. The leader will give you details, if in
doubt, start with an easier walk.

Walk Reports
July 10, 2022 - Bingera National Park
It was a cold morning when 10 people walked the forest trails at Bingera
National Park. The roads were muddy in places, but with the sun rising the
winter weather was soon forgotten. The Banksia trees in flower and wildflowers,
grass trees and many Eucalyptus trees were on one side of the track. The tall
pine trees on the other side. There were dog, pig, and wallaby tracks on the
sandy parts of the road. In one section Mahogony creek was running very fast
over fallen trees and rocks making a small waterfall cascade which made a
stop for the photography buffs. The water was back in the creek after so many
years of being dry. We stopped for morning tea at a clearing near the creek
where the water looked deep and clear. After our refreshments we walked to
the fenced area at the edge of the Park where the grassy overgrown track led
back to the highway. We returned back to the road and down to the creek to a
suitable place where the water was not too deep to cross to the other side. We
took our shoes off and paddled through the cold water and walked on rough
pebbles to find a place to put our shoes on and followed the road back to the
cars. The walk was about 7 klm or more which made it a very enjoyable
morning. Many thanks to Peter - Joy
July 24, 2022 - Mt Walsh to Stripey Boulder
This was a new walk for the club with some familiar sights on the way up Mt
Walsh to our starting point at the Rockface. It was a cool start to the day but it
soon warmed up. We took a detour at the Rock face and worked our way
around to an elevated area with a great view of the adjacent Ridges and Mt
Walsh summit. From there we worked our way down to Striped Boulder and
across to the little creek that runs out of the hills. Thanks to recent rain there
was a good flow in the creek and even some small water holes for a dip. Only a

couple of Braves Souls tried it though. We had a cuppa at Striped Boulder then
made our way back over some spurs and gulls to the Carpark. It was a great
day with good company once again.
Thanks everyone for coming along - Marty
July 24, 2022 - Moore Park Beach
Eleven walkers braved the cold morning to take a leisurely stroll around Moore
Park Beach. The mystery walk included a little bit of inland and a little bit of
beach allowing walkers to self regulate their activity level. Starting from the end
of Lassig St we did a figure of 8 walk totalling 3.5 km. After following a newish
path between the caravan park and beach we then headed inland to the Moore
Park wetlands reserve. This 1.3 km loop did involve a wet section and the ever
resourceful Joy placed a palm frond down so she could step across without
getting her shoes wet!
Upon return to the car park, morning tea was enjoyed and those that wanted to
then took to the beach and headed south. We didn't get far before an expanse
of water stopped us but for a few we headed over the dune and found an old
4WD track that we followed for some way before re-tracing our steps. Back at
the cars some chose for an early end to the day while others stayed for an early
lunch and chat. It was surprising to find that not many had encountered the
wetlands before though unfortunately it is quite full of weed. Of great note is
that this must be one of the few walks where there were public toilet facilities
aplenty. - Allison
July 31, 2022 - Mt Doongul
If you think heading Maryborough way for a walk is a 'long way', it is no different
than heading to Agnes Water or Mt Perry so it was great to have the
opportunity to explore somewhere new. After rendezvousing with Richard &
some visitors at Maryborough we headed inland towards Biggenden before
turning onto the Old Gayndah Road, arriving at Musket Flat around 9am where
Mary had camped the night and was waiting for us.
Richard provided us with plenty of information on the area and the forest we
were walking through. The walk started with following a section of the
Bicentennial Trail and after the wet season that has been had, sections of the
track were very marshy and some strategic stepping was required to keep the
shoes dry. Once we arrived at the intersection to turn and begin the ascent to
Mt Doongul there was a strategically placed fallen tree that beckoned to be sat
on to have a snack and rest to recharge for the climb (not that it was a hard
climb but who's telling?) Light showers were teasing us as we climbed but didn't
impact the walkers. On a fine sunny day one could probably see some

distance from the top of Mt Doongul, but not on a cloudy day. If the fire
tower was still there it would have afforded a great vantage point. An
early lunch was had before a descent down a rough track (much steeper than
the ascent), then across country to return to some forest tracks and back to the
Bicentennial Trail & back to Musket Flat. In all a 10km circuit with a bit of
everything so it was a great day. Thanks Richard for the adventure and we
look forward to your next walk in the area - Allison

All photos are from the Mt Doongal walk. The top 2 are of Musket Flats, a very
interesting historical site as it was where the road to Gayndah met the road to
Port Curtis - before Bundaberg existed! The middle left photo is of an old
signpost - you can just make out the remnants of the words "Gayndah" on the
left and "Gladstone" on the right.
As the walk is on the Bicentennial National Trail, it accomodates horses. The
photo middle right is of a water station. The photo bottom right is the view from
the top of the mountain.

Future Walks & Outings
August 7, 2022 - Camp Creek - Hard, m4d
12.2 km, about 5 h walking time without breaks. First off track walking in creek
beds and up a steep incline, then walking on a partly very steep forestry road
with wash outs and finally along Wonbah road (same gravel same tarmac) back
to the car. Walking up Camp Creek to a side creek about 1 km further up from
the sheep dip. Follow this side creek to its closest proximity to the forestry road
(marked by a cairn) and climb out off the creek bed to the road, ca 80 m
altitude, very steep. This circuit track avoids the necessity for car shuffle and at
the same time avoids having to return the same way when walking in Camp
Creek between all the beautiful rock pools. Meet at North State School at
6.45am. Contact Angela by text only (0447 226 854) to register.

August 7, 2022 - Lake Monuduran - easy/medium s2a
An easy walk around Lake Monduran. This is up to 8km (you can make it
shorter if you wish) on a rough track with some gradient changes. Contact Mary
(190 566) to register. Depart North State School at 7.30am or meet at Gin Gin
at 8am.
August 13, 2022 - Hervey Bay Seafood Festival - Social Outing
A carfari trip to the Hevey Bay Seafood Festival. More detail to come. Contact
Richard Gear (0429 888 552) to register.
August 13, 2022 - Woowoonga Circuit - Hard S4d
Note - this is a Saturday! We are lucky to have Moria Thompson now leading
some walks for the club. This walk will include creek walking, bush bashing and
steep sections. This is a full day walk (about 8km). Please call Moria (0458 365
051) to register and for details of where to meet.
August trip - Sandstone belt - Mary
Tag Along – join and leave as you please. Depart on or about 15th August for
approx. two weeks, travelling from Bundy in an anti-clockwise direction. Day 12 make way to Nuga Nuga National Park. This could be done in one day. From
here a rough itinerary would be 2 nights Nuga Nuga, 3 nights Lonesome N.P., (
both of these are bush camps); 1 night Injune Caravan Park, 3 nights
Expedition N.P. (toilets), 2 nights Isla Gorge N.P. then home. There should be
opportunities for easy and harder bushwalks in all these parks. 4WD is needed
for access to Expedition N.P. If interested, contact Mary on 0414190566 before
the end of May or anytime in July.
August 19 - 21, 2022 - Pilgrimmage
Bushwalking Queensland's Annual Pilgrimmage will be held this August after 2
years off due to Covid issues. Registrations are now open!
Dates: 19th to 21st August 2022
Venue: Crows Nest Showgrounds - powered and unpowered camping options
Activities: A range of Bushwalks primarily in the Crows Nest and
Ravensbourne National Parks organised by Ian Savage .
•
•
•
•

Cycling
Kayaking
Saturday night Bushdance with Band O' Coots Bush Band
Sunday activities to be confirmed.

For futher details check out the Toowoomba Bushwalkers website
- https://toowoombabushwalkers.au
You can also contact Lucinda or Allison for a copy of their flyer.
August 21, 2022 - St Mary's State Forest - Medium/Hard, S4c
This is a half day moderate walk through the state forest. Departure
TBC. Contact Richard Joll (0414 345 782) to register.
August 21, 2022 - Woodgate Beach - Easy s1a
A walk along the beach at Woodgate. Depart Thabeban State School at 8am.
Contact Verlie (4152 8885) to register.
August 26 - 28, 2022 - Isla Gorge Camping Trip (date corrected)
Isla Gorge is near Theodore, about 4hrs drive from Bundaberg. The plan is to
drive out Friday, walk all day Saturday, some short walks Sunday morning so
people can return Sunday night.
There are a few options for camping. We can stay at the national park
campground (NP fees apply) where there is a drop toilet but no showers,
although the view makes up for the lack of facilities. Alternatively people can
stay in Theodore where there is a motel and caravan park, which is about 30
mins drive from the national park.
Depending on numbers, the plan for Satruday is a full day hard walk first
descending the steep edge of the gorge to meet the creek and then climbing up
to some spectacular rock formations. There are no marked walks at Isla Gorge,
however there are some very spectactular rock formations around the
campground which are easy/medium to explore.
Contact Lucinda (0421 011 181) to register or to enquire.
September 4, 2022 - Boolboonda Rock to Dairy Creek - Very Hard M4d
The club hasn't done this walk for many years, so it will be a little exploratory.
We will climb Boolboonda Rock, and instead of going back the same way we
will descend the eastern side to Dairy Creek and walk out via the creek. This
will be a very long day, with very steep sections (both up and down), difficult
scrub to navigate, and creek walking. This will also require a car shuffle.
Contact Lucinda (0421 011 181) to register.
As this will be such a difficult walk, this will be open to club members only who
have already done a hard walk with the club.

September 4, 2022 - River Curz cafe to Baldwin Swamp - Easy s1a
Starting a River Cruz Cafe we will walk on formed paths to Baldwin Swamp
(Lake Ellen). Contact Verlie (4152 8885) to register).
September 6, 2022 - Monthly Meeting and Annual General Meeting
Meet at Bundaberg State High School (F Block) beside the Administration
Building at 6.00pm. Park on Maryborough Street and enter through the gate
beside the Administration Building.
September 10, 2022 - Social Outing at Bargara
As it is a full moon we will watch the moon rise and then head down to watch
the Bundaberg Unity Drummers at the beach. Time and details to be confirmed.
Contact Allison ((0448 846 084)) to register.
September 17, 2022 - Hard walk - details TBC
Contact Richard Joll (0414 345 782) to register.
September 18, 2022 - Vera Scarth Johnson Walk - Easy s1a
A walk through the Vera Scarth Johnson reserve to see the wildflowers that
should be out at this time of year. Contact Verlie (4152 8885) to register. Depart
Thabeban State School at 8am.
October 1 - 3, 2022 - Long weekend camp at Gayndah
Due to the Gayndah races accommodation is limited in Gayndah so our base is
going to be Mundubbera.
Accommodation options: Mundubbera Three Rivers Tourist Park, 37 Strathdee
St, Mundubbera QLD 4626 Phone: (07) 4165 3000
Various accommodation options: powered, unpowered, cabins, motel units with
kitchenette
Make your own booking
SATURDAY
Arrive Mundubbera & check in
Take picnic lunch & drive out to Auburn River National Park (40km) for an
afternoon of exploring
SUNDAY
Various options along the Gayndah Rail trail - short & long -car shuffling will be
required
Gayndah markets if interested at the Historical Museum
Scenic drive

MONDAY
Pack up & head to Eidsvold (36km) to the RM Williams Centre (entry fees
apply)
Make your way home
Contact Allison (0448 846 084) to register.
October 4, 2022 - Monthly Meeting
Meet at Bundaberg State High School (F Block) beside the Administration
Building at 6.00pm. Park on Maryborough Street and enter through the gate
beside the Administration Building.
October 16, 2022 - Stoney Creek - Hard m4d
Starting at the car park at Mt Walsh, we will walk to the west to Stoney Creek.
There should be some waterholes in the creek for a swim. This is a full day
walk. Contact Marty (0459 724 294) to register.
October 16, 2022 - Boolboonda Tunnel - easy s1a
A walk along part of the National Trail, through Boolboonda Tunnel. Depart
North State School at 7.30am. Contact Verlie (4152 8885) to register.
October 21 - 23, Cania Gorge
Members often ask about a weekend camp at Cania, however we struggle to
find someone happy to lead/organise the trip.
Our friends in the Gladstone Bushwalkers Club are going to Cania in October
(moved from April), and as a fellow BWQ affiliated club they are happy for any
of our members to join them. We will have more details in our next newsletter,
including the Gladstone leader to contact.
October 23, 2022 - Social Outing, Brooweena Museum
Drive out to Brooweena Museum. We will have a picnic lunch and also take a
short walk along the rail trail. Depart Coles Kensington at 8am. Contact Allison
(0448 846 084) to register.
October 30 - Cordalba State Forest Hoo Koo e Koo trail - Medium M2b
We are using the underutilised bike trails in Cordalba State Forest as walking
tracks. Encounters with bike riders possible or even likely. We may cross the
Gregory River, depending on the water level you may get your feet wet. Meet at
Thabeban State School at 7am. Contact Angela (0447 226 854) by text only.

October 30, 2022 - Moore Park Beach - East s1a
Details to come. Contact Verlie (4152 8885) to register.
November 1, 2022 - Monthly Meeting
Meet at Bundaberg State High School (F Block) beside the Administration
Building at 6.00pm. Park on Maryborough Street and enter through the gate
beside the Administration Building.
November 6, 2022 - Gorge Walk - Hard s4c
We will drive out to Coongarra Rock (4wd required), walk the creek and the
road (depending on water level will require creek crossings but you shouldn't
get your feet wet) before branching off up a gorge. We will climb this and
explore the area before returning to the the cars the same way. Meet at Lions
Park, Biggenden at 8am. Contact Marty (0459 724 294) to register.
November 13, 2022 - Childers Easy Walk
Details to come. Contact Verlie (4152 8885) to register.
November 13, 2022 - Barolin Nature Reserve Circuit - Meduim M2b
8km. Walk along formed tracks, some sandy, one creek crossing with stepping
stones but depending on water level you may get wet feet. Meet at the south
eastern entry of the reserve at Bargara State School on Bargara Road at 7am.
Contact Angela (0447 226 854) by text only.
November 27, 2022 - Christmas Party
Baldwin Swamp shelter shed (Que Hee St entrance) at 8 am for a BBQ
breakfast. More details to come.

2022 Annual Photo Competition Rules
Photos must be taken during the current year and on club walks or outings.
Categories: Landscape, Wildlife, Flora, Macro, Funny and People (one or more
persons) along with a photo of any subject featuring the yearly colour which this year
is PURPLE.
There is an additional category of Free Choice, where photo entries may be a photo
of any subject taken in any year, on club activities or not.
One 6x4 photo per person per category. $10 prize and bragging rights for the winner
of each category.

General Information
Current Fees (membership fees due 1 July each year):
•
•
•

Membership fees - Adult - $20 per adult
Membership fees - Child (under 18) - $10 (for one or more children from the same
family)
Walk Fees - free for members, $5 per visitor

Visitors attending a walk are temporary members for the walk, upon signing the
acknowledgement of risk and obligations until the walk outing is completed. We
recommend a minimum of one walk be completed before you apply for membership.
Membership application is mandatory before participation in your third walk.
Please do not sent cash through the mail. You can pay your membership fees at the
monthly meeting, or by EFT BSB064-403, account no 00915879 quoting your surname as
reference. A receipt will be emailed to you by the Treasurer.
All persons take part in outings on the understanding that they do so entirely at their own
risk. They agree that the responsibility which they take for their own safety, is the same
that they would apply if they were on their own organised outing.
Those intending to participate on outings are asked to contact the nominated walk leader
prior to the walk. This particularly applies to newcomers to club outings. Comfortable
walking shoes/boots and suitable clothing should be worn on all outings. A suitable day
pack should also be carried (see our website for suggested pack contents).
On day walks, car loads are generally arranged at the nominated departure point with
passengers contributing to fuel costs. Suggested basic contributions for passengers are:
10-20 kms $5/person, 20-50km $8/person, 50/100km $10/person
100-200km $15/person, 200-250km $20/person, 250-300km $25/person
Contact Code: A few reminders for all walkers
•

Please contact walk leaders a least one week before a walk. If you leave it till
Thursday or Friday night you may be disappointed to find that the walk has been
cancelled, due to apparent lack of interest. Also dates, details etc can & do change.

•
•
•
•

Leaders give their time to organise walks and need to know if they are committed
to lead a walk.
Arrive at the meeting point 10 minutes before the set time. Our times are departure
times and we try to be punctual. Late walkers can be left behind!
Read the walk description and note the rating. If you are unsure of your abilities,
please discuss this with the leader before nominating. Neither you nor other
walkers will have a good day if your fitness is not of a suitable standard.
Do you have a health problem that may affect your performance on a walk? It is
important that you inform the leader of this and discuss the matter.
If you have commitments after a walk please discuss this with the leader before
commencing a walk. Leaders cannot guarantee the time of return, due to weather,
terrain & the expertise of walkers.

Walk Recce Costs - just a reminder to anyone carrying out recce's for walks. Funds are
available to cover expenses (fuel etc). Please submit a claim (mileage travelled) to the
treasurer.
First Aid - to encourage more members to become First Aid proficient, the Club will pa a
50% fee subsidy to those members who attend and complete a recognised First Aid or
CPR course.

