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President's Ponderings 
The walks schedules is in full swing, thank you to all the leaders for doing such a fantastic 
job.  
 
Just a reminder to all leaders that the club has two GPSs if you wish to use them on a recce 
or a walk. As you may know, the club is the in the process of replacing our PLBs which have 
expired. We did consider trying to get a group discount to help club members who wanted to 
also buy a PLB, however it does not appear that we will be able to get any discount. So if you 
are wanting to buy your own PLB you can do so at your own time. If you are a walk leader, 
the club will reimburse you 50% of the cost of your personal PLB.  
 
Happy walking, 
 

Marty 

 

 

New Members 
 

Welcome to our new/returning members: 
• Ethan Baird  
• Soraya Drake 

• Narelle Haywood 

• Cindy Tottman 

• Richael Page  

http://www.bundabergbushwalkers.com/
http://bushwalking.wikidot.com/


 

 

Tips for New Members/Guests  
 

Welcome! We are glad to have you.  

• Most importantly, if you are interested in joining an activity, PLEASE call the leader. 
They are the best person to answer any questions, explain what you need to do/bring.  

• You cannot register for a walk by responding on Facebook or by emailing the club. 
You need to communicate this with the leader directly. 

• Please read the walk description and difficulty rating carefully.  
• Our website has a copy of the Member's Handbook on it - please have a read of this. 

Please take the pack requirements seriously, especially for medium and hard off-track 
walks.  

• All activities have some limitations on numbers - either due to Covid, National Parks 
numbers, or the preference of the leader.  

• For hard walks, don't be fooled by the distance. A 10km walk can take 2 hours or 8 
hours depending on difficulty. The walk description and the leader will give you 
information on what to expect. Most of our medium and hard walks are off-track, this is 
very different walking to formed tracks or national parks tracks. The leader will give 
you details, if in doubt, start with an easier walk.  

 

 

Covid-19 Plan  

• Leaders will include Covid safety information in their pre-walk briefing  
• If a participant is unwell or is showing flu-like symptoms, they cannot participate in the 

activity 

• Club radios will not be used on walks 

• During the activity participants are required to maintain 1.5m distance  
• No carpooling will be organised by the club, however if you wish to arrange your own 

you can do so.  
• The leader will complete the paperwork (sign-in sheet) for each walk an ensure a copy 

is kept.  
• Maximum group size of 20 people.  
• No contact while on the activity.  
• Participants are not to share equipment, waterbottles, food etc. 
• Participants should maintain good hygiene at all times, including regularly 

washing/sanitising their hands.  
• With kayking, if participants assist each other getting their kayaks in or out of the 

water, they should wash their hands before and after doing so.  
• Please ensure that any photos you post are appropriate given the current conditions.  

The rules are additional rules for club purposes. They do not replace any laws or guidelines 
set by the government or Queensland Health, so members and participants are reminded 
that they still need to be aware of their individual obligations at all times.  

 



 

Walk Reports 

April  17, 2021 - Elliott River Kayak  

16 paddlers set out from Riverview at the civilized time of 9.30am (I like that concept – 

thanks Angela), ready to catch the tide up to Fallons Rock and beyond. It was a beautiful 

autumn day, with sparkling blue water, uplifting blue sky, fluffy white clouds, a little wind and 

a perfect temperature.  

 

Fallons Rock is a public access area near Dr Mays Crossing. It is used regularly by motorbike 

riders and fishermen. We use it as our morning tea spot. There is an old fisherman’s hut 

there, and some interesting historical monuments. 

 

The paddlers on this particular trip were varied, including absolute beginners – Lesleigh did 

her very first ever kayak paddle with us that day! Then, of course, we had our old hands, 

such as Peter and Mary (we need a Paul) who have paddled more km than I can probably 

count. Consequently, some people did short trips and some did longer. It seemed to work 

and I didn’t hear any complaints at the end of the paddle. 

 

I was really glad that the club had decided we should have a bbq after the paddle. Elliott 

Heads is a great spot for a bbq, complete with young magpies trying to steal sausages. It was 

lovely to sit around cooking, chatting, eating after a paddle. 

 

Thank you to everyone who came. See you on the water again later in the year - Michelle 

 

April 18-, 2021 - Utopia Falls/Waterfall Creek  

Blue skies, running water and good people...winter is coming you could feel the crispness in 

the air when we all met up at the Utopia Car park Sunday morning. With a walk group of 13 

and a couple of experienced leaders we filled out papers and joined 4 new members then 

headed up the path.   

 

The morning  started off pretty much as expected but unfortunately turned bad within the first 

600mtr with a fall needing hospital in Biggenden and then transfer to Bundaberg for Xray and 

stitches. A massive thanks to Doc Martin for your expertise while I caught up with the rest 

of the group then returned to find Shelagh bandaged and Narelle driving her to hospital in 

Biggenden with a promise of a guided tour of Waterfall Creek when we can arrange it. 

 

The rest of the the walk proved faultless with myself Martin and Lucinda leading the last 11 

up Waterfall Creek. The last time I have witnessed that much water in Waterfall Creek was 

my very first walk with the Club with Lucinda leading and Martin tail end Charlie. The day was 

literally perfect, sun shining but a coolness in the air...the creek gurgling and yes the falls just 



flowing...we stopped briefly at the falls for one of us to have a swim while we all have 

something to eat and take photos. 

 

The return was a swap of lead here and there as our youngest Ethan took the helm for a 

while and did a excellent job - hopefully see him and his mum and dad a lot more in coming 

walks. Between Martin Lucinda, Ethan and myself we all got back to the rock pools in 

excellent time. A bit more of a rest and food, with a few taking a dip (it was rather cool) we 

took our leave of 3 as they wanted to stay with friends that were at the rock pools and we 

headed back to the car park to say our goodbyes. Thanks to everyone that attended and 

assisted during our first aid fix up, and pointed me in the better direction when I needed it. It 

turned into a great day with prefect weather. - Bell 

 

April 18, 2021 - Cordalba State Forrest Koo e Koo trail  

10 keen walkers met at the corner of Phillips and Promiseland Rd for this walk. The name 

alone calls to you: “please explore me”. It was nearly perfect walking weather, not too hot but 

the sun shining. The Hoo koo e koo trail is one of the many underused dedicated bike trail in 

the Cordalba state forest, which is a pity but makes it perfect for walks. For the first part the 

trail roughly follows Promiseland Rd, but later it descends in wide sweeping turns to a creek 

crossing, sadly dry. And up the other side until the track ends at a forestry road. This is the 

highest point I been to in Cordalba state forest so far, thru the trees the Mt Woowoonga 

range could be seen in the distance. A lot of logs laying around convenient for having our 

morning tea and doing a bit of rubbish removal.  

We then followed the forest road to the start of the Clunker trail, where we descended into a 

valley again. With the wetter habitat Lantana was growing along the path and we made a 

Lantana removal stop. I explained my Lantana removal policy: to give back for enjoying the 

forest and walks, I normally rip out at least one lantana plant for each km walked, don’t have 

to be big plants, just what you can handle. And Lantana is easily recognised by its growth 

habit and smell, there is no chance to rip out a native by accident instead. My fellow walkers 

took to it with enthusiasm and at least 100 Lantana plant less will choke up habitat or 

overgrow the walking path in Cordalba. Thank you to all the fellow walkers. 

After the Clunker trail we walked again a short bit on a management road before the Lost trail 

took us back to the start of the Hoo koo e koo trail, completing the circuit and bringing us 

back to our cars. Some of use drove to the Hilltop day use area just down the road to have 

lunch - Mary 

April 21-22, 2021 - Gympie Rattler  

It was a great trip, 4 people just came for the day and Willi and I stayed and visited 

Maryborough. "What happens on the train stays on the train"  so I'll leave it at that! - Angela 

 

 



 

May 1 - 3, 2021 - Combined Camp 

I missed the last Combined Camp so I was very happy to be able to make this one. 

Gladstone Club hosted the camp at "Camp Akuna" at Pikes Crossing. It was a terrific venue, 

a lovely campsite on the river with a kitchen, hall and hot showers. 9 Bundaberg members 

made the trip and there were  39 people at camp in total. It was great to catch up with so 

many people from the other clubs, and of course meet new friends. 

 

The others all managed one of the half day walks on Saturday (a walk around Awoonga 

Dam, or climbing Mt Larcom) but I couldn't get there until late afternoon so I missed walking 

on Saturday. But we had an excellent dinner on Saturday night.  

 

Sunday I climbed Mt Red Shirt on Calliope Station, which was an excellent walk of about 5.5 

hours with fantistic 360 degree views. The other club members walk The Lilies which had 

lovely ocean views combined with some uphill - something we don't get much of here in 

Bundy! Sunday night had some great entertainment in the form of a band and a bush dance - 

although I only managed to stay awake for the first half! Monday morning Allison and I walked 

in Beecham State Forrest (which was quite steep, but had some nice views over the 

harbour).  

 

Thanks to the Gladstone Club for an excellent camp, it was wonderful to catch up with 

everyone gain. We will be hosting the camp next year, and I'm looking forward to it already! 

- Lucinda  

 

May 2, 2021 - Mon Repos to Burnett Heads  

 

My 1st walk as a leader. We set out from Mon Repo, with 12 walkers. It was a bit cloudy but 

thought we were safe. Heading towards Burnett heads. Clouds built up & it was raining by the 

time we got to Burnett Heads southern shelter. 5 walkers got a lift back & the rest of us 

braved the elements. A good day was had by all. Thank you so much to Verlie for all her help 

- Anne 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Photos 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Top Left and Right - Cordalba State Forrest tracks  

Bottom Left - the gorge at Waterfall Creek 

Bottom Right - the ferns are green again at Waterfall Creek  



 

 

 

 

 

Top Left - small waterfalls at Waterfall Creek 

Top Right - The waterfall at the end of the gorge at Waterfall Creek 

Bottom Left - looking up out of the gorge, Waterfall Creek  

Bottom  Middle - clinging to the ledge, Waterfall Creek  

Bottom Right - pulling out lantana at Cordalba 

 

 

Future Walks & Outings 

May 16, 2021 - Cordalba State Forest - easy S1a  

At easy walk on forestry tracks. Meet at Coles Kensington at 8am. Contact Verlie (4152 

8885) to register. 

 



 

May 16, 2021 - Red Rock Trail, Agnes Water - medium S2b 

Leave Bundaberg at 7am from North Primary School and drive to Agnes Water. A warm up 

short walk through the Paperbark Forest followed by morning tea. Drive a short distance to 

the start of the Red Rock Trail. An intermediate amount of fitness is required as the track 

consists of steep inclines, boardwalks, sand and stepping stones. Return walk around 6 km 

(subject to how far we want to walk one way). Bring plenty of water, morning tea, lunch, 

sunscreen, insect repellent, hat and first aid kit. Subject to timing we could add another short 

walk in 1770. Contact Allison for more information and to register 0448 846 084. 

 

May 23, 2021 - Giant's Staircase (Mt Walsh NP) - Very Hard M4e 

This is one of the hardest walks on our calendar. We start by rock hopping (and if the 

vegetation is thick, bush bashing) along the creek. The creek then starts to ascend, and we 

have some steep "stairs" to climb, before ascending to the top of the ridge. We will then walk 

across the saddle to the "Devil's Playground", an interesting rock formation, before heading 

back down a ridge to rejoin the creek and return to the cars. We will likely return to 

Bundaberg close to/after dark. This is a very strenuous walk and is usually very popular, so 

this walk will ONLY be open to members (no visitors) who have done at least one hard walk 

with the club beforehand. Meet at Coles Kensington at 7am. Lucinda is now unable to make 

this walk, so please contact Marty (0459 724 294) to register. If you have already registered 

with Lucinda, she has passed your details on to Marty so you don't need to re-register.  

 

May 30, 2021 - Coongarra Waterfall to Coongarra Rock - Hard s3d  

We start this walk at the waterfall and walk one-way through to Coongarra Rockpools and 

Coongarra Rock. Most of this walk is relatively flat along the creek, with some rock hopping. 

However there are some sections that are quite steep. It will take approximately 6 hours, 

although only about 8km. Bring morning tea, lunch and at least 3 litres of water. Meet at 

Coles Kensington at 7am. Contact Lucinda (0421 011 181) to register. 

 

May 30, 2021 - Nielsen Park to Mon Repos - easy s1a 

A lovely scenic walk along formed paths. Meet at 8am at Quay Street Parklands. Contact 

Verlie (4152 8885) to register. 

 

June 1 - Monthly Meeting 

Meet at Bundaberg State High School (F Block) beside the Administration Building at 

6.00pm. Park on Maryborough Street and enter through the gate beside the Administration 

Building. 

 

 



 

June 13, 2021 - Coongarra Rockpools from Coulston Lakes - Medium s3b 

Approximately 45 minute walk each way mainly along the creek to the lovely Coongarra 

Rockpools. If this walk is after rain, it will involve some creek crossings. Meet at Coles 

Kensington at 7am. Contact Crystal (0422 171 704) to register.  

 

June 13, 2021 - Coongarra Rock - Hard s4d  

We will start at the car park at the base of the rock, walk down along the creek and climb to 

the top. Coongarra Rock has fantastic 360 degree views from the top. The walk is only about 

3 hours return, but this does include some steep rock scrambling and chimney section. 

Appropriate shoes are essential. Meet at Coles Kensington at 7am. Contact Lucinda (0421 

011 181) to register. 

 

June - Mt Bartle Frere, Babinda Boulders - Expressions of Interest  

Michelle is looking at doing a trip to NQ to do Mt Bartle Frere and other walks in the area. Mt 

Bartle Frere, the highest mountain in Queensland, is an overnight walk. Contact Michelle 

(0428 957 326) to discuss if you are interested.  

 

June 20, 2021 - Planning Meeting 

This meeting will be to plan the walk calendar for the second half of 2021. If you cannot make 

the meeting, we are still happy to receive ideas beforehand, especially if you are interested in 

leading the walk.  Meet at the bush chapel area (next to Cafe 1928) at the Botanic Gardens 

at 10am. We will have lunch and a catch-up after the meeting. BYO chair, food and ideas! 

 

June 27, 2021 - Coongarra Rock to Coongarra Cave - Very Hard m4d 

We will start by climbing Coongarra Rock then walk down the other side, climbing back up to 

Coongarra Cave, a huge cave facing west. We will then return to the cars. This will be a very 

hard walk, with very steep sections and pretty much all of it is off track. 4wd/high clearance 

required to access this area of Mt Walsh NP. Contact Marty (0459 724 294) to register. Meet 

at Coles Kensington at 7am, or Lions Park Biggenden at 8am.  

 

June 27, 2021 - Stripey Boulder (Mt Walk NP) - Medium s3b  

This is a 3.7km walk in Mt Walsh NP. We start at the car park with the hard walkers, but veer 

off before it gets to steep to see the striped boulder. This is an off track walk. Meet at 

Kensington Coles at 7am. Contact Allison (0448 846 084) to register. 

 

June 27, 2021 - Easy Walk, Woodgate 

Details will be finalised closer to the date. Meet at Thabeban State School at 8am. Contact 

Verlie (4152 8885) to register. 



 

 

 

July 6 - Monthly Meeting 

Meet at Bundaberg State High School (F Block) beside the Administration Building at 

6.00pm. Park on Maryborough Street and enter through the gate beside the Administration 

Building. 

 

 

 

2021 Annual Photo Competition Rules  

Photos must be taken during the current year and on club walks or outings.  

Categories: Landscape, Wildlife, Flora, Macro, Funny and People (on or more persons) along with a 

photo of any subject featuring the yearly colour which this year is WHITE.  

There is an additional category of Free Choice, where photo entries may be a photo of any subject 

taken in any year, on club activities or not.  

One 6x4 photo per person per category. $10 prize and bragging rights for the winner of each 

category.  

 

 

General Information  

Current Fees (membership fees due 1 July each year): 

• Membership fees - Adult - $20 per adult  
• Membership fees - Child (under 18) - $10 (for one or more children from the same family)  
• Walk Fees - free for members, $5 per visitor 

Visitors attending a walk are temporary members for the walk, upon signing the acknowledgement of risk 
and obligations until the walk outing is completed. We recommend a minimum of one walk be completed 
before you apply for membership. Membership application is mandatory before participation in your third 
walk.  
 
Please do not sent cash through the mail. You can pay your membership fees at the monthly meeting, or 
by EFT BSB064-403, account no 00915879 quoting your surname as reference. A receipt will be emailed 
to you by the Treasurer.  
 
All persons take part in outings on the understanding that they do so entirely at their own risk. They agree 
that the responsibility which they take for their own safety, is the same that they would apply if they were 
on their own organised outing.  
 
Those intending to participate on outings are asked to contact the nominated walk leader prior to the walk. 
This particularly applies to newcomers to club outings. Comfortable walking shoes/boots and suitable 
clothing should be worn on all outings. A suitable day pack should also be carried (see our website for 
suggested pack contents).  



 

 
On day walks, car loads are generally arranged at the nominated departure point with passengers 
contributing to fuel costs. Suggested basic contributions for passengers are: 

10-20 kms $5/person, 20-50km $8/person, 50/100km $10/person 
100-200km $15/person, 200-250km $20/person, 250-300km $25/person 

 
Contact Code: A few reminders for all walkers 

• Please contact walk leaders a least one week before a walk. If you leave it till Thursday or Friday 
night you may be disappointed to find that the walk has been cancelled, due to apparent lack of 
interest. Also dates, details etc can & do change. Leaders give their time to organise walks and 
need to know if they are committed to lead a walk. 

• Arrive at the meeting point 10 minutes before the set time. Our times are departure times and we 
try to be punctual. Late walkers can be left behind! 

• Read the walk description and note the rating. If you are unsure of your abilities, please discuss 
this with the leader before nominating. Neither you nor other walkers will have a good day if your 
fitness is not of a suitable standard. 

• Do you have a health problem that may affect your performance on a walk? It is important that you 
inform the leader of this and discuss the matter. 

• If you have commitments after a walk please discuss this with the leader before commencing a 
walk. Leaders cannot guarantee the time of return, due to weather, terrain & the expertise of 
walkers.  

Walk Recce Costs - just a reminder to anyone carrying out recce's for walks. Funds are available to cover 
expenses (fuel etc). Please submit a claim (mileage travelled) to the treasurer.  
 
First Aid - to encourage more members to become First Aid proficient, the Club will pa a 50% fee subsidy 
to those members who attend and complete a recognised First Aid or CPR course.  
  

 

 

  

 


